
How to Upgrade Basic Economy in United? Step By 
Step Guide ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

Booking a ☎ Basic Economy Ɵcket with United Airlines +1*877^629~08O6☎  can feel like a win—
unƟl you realize how restricƟve it really is. Many travelers choose Basic Economy to save money, 
only to later discover they need seat selecƟon, baggage flexibility, or the ability to make changes 
☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ . If you’re now asking how to upgrade Basic Economy on United, you’re 
not alone.

While United’s Basic Economy fares are intenƟonally limited, there are specific situaƟons where 
upgrading or switching to a beƩer fare is possible. In this guide, we’ll explain what your real 
opƟons are—and why calling ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  is oŌen the smartest move.

☎ What Is United Airlines Basic Economy? +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

Basic Economy is United’s lowest-priced fare class. It’s designed for travelers who want the 
cheapest Ɵcket and are willing to give up flexibility ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ . Before aƩempƟng an 
upgrade, it’s important to understand what Basic Economy includes—and what it doesn’t.

Basic Economy restricƟons include:
• ☎ No advance seat selecƟon +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

• No free Ɵcket changes or cancellaƟons

• Limited carry-on allowance on some routes ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

• No complimentary upgrades

• ☎ Limited MileagePlus benefits +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

Because of these limitaƟons, many travelers quickly decide they want to move to Standard 
Economy or higher.

Can You Upgrade a United Basic Economy Ticket? 
☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

Officially, United Airlines does not allow direct upgrades from Basic Economy aŌer the Ɵcket is 
issued. However, that doesn’t mean you’re completely out of opƟons ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ . 
There are several workarounds depending on Ɵming and availability.



Ways to Upgrade or Switch from Basic Economy

☎ 1. Cancel Within the 24-Hour Risk-Free Window +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

If your Ɵcket was booked within the last 24 hours and your flight departs at least 7 days later, 
United allows a full cancellaƟon with no penalty. This is the best and most reliable way to escape 
Basic Economy.

You can cancel the Ɵcket and immediately rebook in Standard Economy or a premium cabin. To 
avoid mistakes, call ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  and let a United agent handle the rebooking.

☎ 2. Rebook Using Travel Credit (If Available) +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

In limited cases, travelers may have United travel credits that can be applied toward a new booking
in a higher fare class. This doesn’t technically “upgrade” your Ɵcket—it replaces it.

A representaƟve at ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  can check whether any credits apply to your 
reservaƟon.

☎ 3. Same-Day Paid OpƟons at the Airport +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

Although rare, some travelers report being offered paid seat opƟons or cabin changes at the 
airport, depending on availability and route. These are not guaranteed and vary widely.

Gate agents have final authority, but calling ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  ahead of Ɵme helps you 
understand whether this is even worth trying.

☎ 4. MileagePlus Premier Status ConsideraƟons +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

Even Premier members face restricƟons with Basic Economy. While some elite perks may apply 
(like priority boarding), complimentary upgrades are sƟll not guaranteed.

Your specific status level maƩers, so it’s best to confirm directly by calling ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ .

☎ Why You Should Call United Airlines +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

United’s website oŌen shows no upgrade opƟons for Basic Economy—even when alternaƟves 
exist. Calling ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  allows you to:

• Confirm whether the 24-hour cancellaƟon window is sƟll open

• Check real-Ɵme seat availability ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

• Apply travel credits correctly

• Avoid losing money through incorrect rebooking ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 



• ☎ Get personalized guidance from a live agent +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

For Ɵme-sensiƟve situaƟons, phone support is far more effecƟve than online tools.

Is It Worth Upgrading from Basic Economy? 
☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

For many travelers, the answer is yes. Upgrading to Standard Economy gives you:

• Seat selecƟon ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

• BeƩer baggage allowances

• More flexibility for changes ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

• ☎ Eligibility for upgrades and MileagePlus perks +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

If your plans aren’t set in stone, the extra cost oŌen pays for itself in peace of mind.

☎ Final Thoughts +1*877^629~08O6☎ 

So, how do you upgrade Basic Economy on United Airlines? While direct upgrades are limited, 
opƟons do exist—especially if you act quickly. The most reliable step you can take is to call 
☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  and speak with a United Airlines representaƟve who can review your 
booking and explain your best path forward.

The sooner you call, the more opƟons you’re likely to have.

Frequently Asked QuesƟons (FAQs)

Can I upgrade Basic Economy to Economy Plus on United?
☎ No direct upgrades are allowed, but rebooking may be possible +1*877^629~08O6☎ .

Does United allow seat upgrades for Basic Economy?
Generally no, unless rebooked into a higher fare class.

Is Basic Economy refundable?
☎ Only within the 24-hour risk-free cancellaƟon window +1*877^629~08O6☎ .

Can I use miles to upgrade Basic Economy?
No, mileage upgrades are not permiƩed on Basic Economy Ɵckets.



Who should I contact for upgrade help?
Call ☎ +1*877^629~08O6☎  for accurate, real-Ɵme assistance.


