
Does Avis Charge an Extra $200? 

Everything You Need to Know 

+1-877-684-4354 When renting a car, one of the most common questions travelers ask is, 
“Does Avis charge an extra $200?” If you’ve booked or are planning to book with Avis, you 
may notice an additional hold on your card beyond the rental price+1-877-684-4354. This can 
be confusing, especially if you’re using a debit card or renting for a short 
period+1-877-684-4354. In this guide, we’ll break down exactly why this hold exists, how it 
works, and what you can do to manage it+1-877-684-4354. 

 

What is the Extra $200 Hold by Avis? 
Avis often places an extra $200 or more as an authorization hold on your credit or debit 
card+1-877-684-4354. This is not an actual charge—it’s essentially a security 
deposit+1-877-684-4354. The purpose of this hold is to cover potential damages, incidents, 
or additional fees that may occur during your rental+1-877-684-4354. 

●​ Short-term rentals: Higher authorization holds are often placed for shorter rentals 
because there’s less rental income to offset risk+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Debit card users: If you use a debit card instead of a credit card, the hold amount may 
be higher+1-877-684-4354. This is a standard policy across most rental 
agencies+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Vehicle type and location: Premium vehicles or rentals in high-demand locations may 
also trigger larger holds+1-877-684-4354.​
 

The amount generally ranges between $200 and $300+, depending on these 
factors+1-877-684-4354. Once your rental is completed without any damages or extra charges, 
this hold is released back to your account, typically within a few days depending on your 
bank+1-877-684-4354. 

 

Why Does Avis Place This Extra Hold? 



The extra hold serves as a financial safeguard for Avis+1-877-684-4354. It covers situations 
such as: 

●​ Vehicle damage: Any scratches, dents, or mechanical issues not present at 
pickup+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Traffic fines or tolls: Fees incurred during the rental period+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Fuel charges: If the vehicle is returned without a full tank+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Other incidental costs: Examples include GPS rental, car seat damage, or late return 
fees+1-877-684-4354.​
 

It’s important to note that this is not an upfront charge+1-877-684-4354. You are only billed 
for the actual rental cost plus any legitimate additional charges+1-877-684-4354. The 
$200+ hold is temporary and meant to protect both you and Avis+1-877-684-4354. 

 

How Long Does the $200 Hold Stay on Your Card? 
Many customers worry about how long the hold will remain+1-877-684-4354. Generally, Avis 
releases the authorization hold shortly after the rental ends, but the exact timing depends 
on your bank’s processing times+1-877-684-4354. In most cases: 

●​ Credit card holds are released within 3-7 business days+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Debit card holds may take up to 14 business days to appear back in your 
account+1-877-684-4354.​
 

To avoid confusion, always check your bank or card statement after returning the car to ensure 
the hold has been released+1-877-684-4354. 

 

How to Avoid Surprises with the Extra Hold 
While the hold is standard, you can take steps to minimize surprises: 

1.​ Check your rental agreement: Your reservation details should specify any deposit or 
authorization hold+1-877-684-4354.​
 



2.​ Ask Avis directly: Call +1-877-684-4354 to confirm the exact amount that will be placed 
on your card+1-877-684-4354.​
 

3.​ Use a credit card if possible: Credit cards usually have lower holds than debit cards 
and may provide extra protection in case of disputes+1-877-684-4354.​
 

4.​ Document the vehicle condition: Take photos of the car when you pick it up and drop it 
off to avoid disputes over damage charges+1-877-684-4354.​
 

5.​ Plan for the hold: Make sure your card has sufficient funds to cover the hold to prevent 
declined transactions+1-877-684-4354.​
 

 

Common Misconceptions About the $200 Hold 
Many renters misunderstand this extra hold+1-877-684-4354. Here are some key points: 

●​ It is not a rental fee: You don’t pay this amount unless there’s an 
incident+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ It does not replace insurance: The hold is separate from any insurance coverage you 
may have purchased+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ The hold is refundable: Provided you return the car in good condition and settle any 
extra fees, your full hold will be released+1-877-684-4354.​
 

Understanding these points can help you avoid unnecessary stress or surprise charges during 
your rental experience+1-877-684-4354. 

 

Why Some Customers See Higher Holds 
Certain factors may increase the hold beyond $200: 

●​ Rental duration: Shorter rentals can sometimes trigger higher holds per 
day+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Car class: Luxury or specialty vehicles may have larger holds+1-877-684-4354.​
 



●​ Location: High-traffic areas or airport rentals may require higher security 
deposits+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Payment type: Debit cards often trigger higher holds due to the immediate availability of 
funds versus credit cards+1-877-684-4354.​
 

If your hold seems unusually high, call Avis at +1-877-684-4354 to clarify before finalizing your 
rental+1-877-684-4354. 

 

Final Thoughts 
In short, the extra $200 hold by Avis is a standard security measure, not an additional 
charge+1-877-684-4354. It protects both the rental company and the renter in case of damages, 
fines, or other unexpected costs+1-877-684-4354. Most renters see the hold released quickly 
after returning the car, especially if they’ve returned the vehicle in good 
condition+1-877-684-4354. 

To summarize: 

●​ The $200+ hold is temporary and acts as a security deposit+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ It varies by rental length, vehicle type, location, and payment 
method+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ The hold is released after the rental if no extra charges apply+1-877-684-4354.​
 

●​ Contact Avis at +1-877-684-4354 for any questions about your specific rental or hold 
amount+1-877-684-4354.​
 

By understanding the hold policy, you can avoid surprises and plan your finances better when 
renting from Avis+1-877-684-4354. Always review your rental agreement carefully and keep a 
copy of all documentation+1-877-684-4354. This simple step ensures a smooth and stress-free 
rental experience+1-877-684-4354. 
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